
The proposed elimination of the rules prohibiting cross-ownership of more than
one medium of news reporting should be rejected.  Huge news reporting companies,
such as News Corp, that violate the rules should be sanctioned.  News Corp in
particular already has recieved permission to violate some of the most
fundamental protections necessary for a free press.  Eliminating more rules for
their convenience and profit moves us further in the direction of a mega-media
company monopoly.  Already news reporting companies are loathe to report on each
others' or their own parent companies' dirty laundry.  How can we reasonably
expect these companies to act in the interest of the public when that interest
conflicts with their bottom line?  The rules the FCC is considering eliminating
should in fact be strengthened.  That we are considering going the opposite
direction is a testament to mega-media companies' already unchecked power.  For
some reason, I don't see Fox, ABC, NBC or !
CBS news reporting on the pros and cons of changing these rules.  Already, it's
gone too far.  Please reconsider eliminating any more checks on news reporting
companies.

Sincerely,

Lori C. Spicher


